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web of the broad scapular feather of the same russet or rich 
brown colour in all stages of plumage, whereas in the Indian 
species this mark is replaced by a white stripe. 

I have only, therefore, to reaffirm the identity of the Syrian 
with the African species, feeling satisfied that M. Oustalet, 
when he wrote his article, had not seen a fully adult male of 
P. levaillants in breeding-dress. 

The figure of this bird (Plate III.) is taken from my Syrian 
specimen, an adult in full breeding-plumage. 


VIIL.. On the Wren of St. Kilda. 
By H. E. Drussmr, F.Z.S. 


Waen Mr. Seebohm last year (Zoologist, 1884, p. 333) 
described the St. Kilda Wren as distinct from Troglodytes 
parvulus, naming it Troglodytes hirtensis, he showed me the 
specimen from which his description was taken, and I then 
said that it differed so little from our English bird that I 
would prefer to reserve my opinion as to the validity of the 
species until I could examine a larger series. Since then 
Mr. Seebohm has received five more examples from St. Kilda 
through Mr. J. T. Mackenzie, of Dunvegan, Skye, one 
of which he has most courteously given to me, and has 
permitted me to examine the rest: I am also indebted to 
Mr. Mackenzie himself for one specimen. These birds I 
have carefully compared with my series of Troglodytes par- 
vulus, and am now able to say that I do not consider the 
St. Kilda bird worthy of specific rank. 

Compared only with specimens obtained in England and 
Scotland, the St. Kilda Wren is rather more distinctly 
barred on the back, and has the throat and breast whiter and 
less marked; but I have now before me a specimen from 
Margaard, Denmark, which has the back distinctly barred ; 
as also one from Piedmont, which is, if anything, more dis- 
tinctly barred, and has the throat and breast dull white, 
without any traces of spots. One, again, obtained near 
Constantinople, on the Asia Minor side of the Bosphorus, is 
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more distinctly barred on the back than the St. Kilda bird, 
and has the throat and breast quite white, without any trace 
of spots; in fact, it agrees very closely with examples from 
St. Kilda, except that it is more rufous in tinge of colour. 
Ido not find any difference between the bill of the St. Kilda 
Wren and that of typical examples from Europe; and I cannot 
agree with Mr. Dixon (Ibis, 1885, p. 81) in his statement 
that the bill of the former resembles that of Troglodytes 
borealis, inasmuch as T. borealis has a much larger and con- 
spicuously stouter bill. All the last-received specimens of 
the St. Kalda Wren are conspicuously pale and grey in tinge 
of colour; but this is easily accounted for by the fact that 
they were all sent in spirits, and it is well known that birds 
thus treated become paler in colour, and that any tinge of 
rufous in the plumage is most apt to suffer. In point of fact, 
the type specimen of so-called Troglodytes hirtensis is con- 
siderably more rufescent than the last spirit-preserved ex- 
amples received from there, and is about the same in tinge 
of colour as the specimen from Asia Minor above referred to. 
In size the St. Kilda Wren agrees closely with examples 
from different parts of Europe, except that it has the wing 
and tarsus a trifle longer, as will be seen by the following 
table of measurements, all the specimens being males :— 


Hind toe 


Culmen. Wing. Tail. Tarsus. without claw. 

in. in, in. in. in. 
England... 0:55 1:95 1'35 0:75 0°35 
Pitto Wee ee 0:55 1:92 1:35 0°70 0:33 
Pred Ol bene 0°52 1:90 1°35 0°68 0:33 
Macedonia...... 0°55 1:90 1:40 0:70 0°32 
Asia Minor ..., 055 1:90 1°35 0°75 0°33 
Palestine ...... 0°65 1:95 1°45 0°75 0°33 
Central Asia .... 0°55 2:00 1:40 0:75 0:38 
St. Kilda ...... 0:55 2'10 1:50 0:75 0:38 
Ditto m ee 0:55 2:05 1°55 0:78 0°33 


The Faroese Wren (Troglodytes borealis) differs from Tro- 
glodytes parvulus in having the underparts more strongly 
barred, in being darker in colour, and especially in being 
somewhat larger in size, and in having a much stouter bill and 
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legs, and in these respects it also differs from the St. Kilda 
Wren. Two males of Troglodytes borealis which I have 
examined measured as follows :—culmen 0°65 and 0°63 inch, 
wing Xl and 2:05, tail 1:5 and 1°52, tarsus 0°88 and 0'9, 
middle toe without claw 0°45 and 0°43. Perhaps one of the 
most striking characteristics of the northern Wren is the 
stoutness of its bill, for the two specimens above cited 
measure in width at the base of the bill 0°28 and 0°3 respec- 
tively, whereas no specimen of Troglodytes parvulus which I 
have examined measures more than 0°15, the average being 
about 0°14, and the two examples from St. Kilda measure 
0-14 and 0°15 respectively. I have, as will be seen, taken 
the measurements of the hind toe of the various specimens 
without the claw, as in some of them the claw is somewhat 
worn, and hence, had I taken the measurements with the 
claw, it would not have given so accurate a result. 


IX.—WNotes from Northern Iceland in the Summer of 1885. 
By Henry H. SLATER and Tomas Carter. 


We started late on our tour to Iceland last summer, and 
were rather afraid, on landing at Saprdarkrokr, June 22nd, 
that we might find the breeding-season of most of the birds 
_far advanced. The season, however, was such an exceptionally 
late one, owing to the enormous amount of snow still 
remaining, even at low altitudes, and to the presence of 
numerous icebergs a little to the north of the island, that the 
birds seemed to be in a state of complete uncertainty. Up to 
the time of our leaving the island on July 20th, we appeared 
equally likely to meet with any given species (Ravens and 
Iceland Falcons excepted) with young birds, with eggs in 
any stage, or not yet breeding. 

It was unfortunately often the case, however (doubtless a 
common experience), that any bird’s eggs which we particularly 
wanted proved to be much incubated. This caused us, in 
moments of irritation, as we sat late into the night painfully 


